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McEneny updates on redistricting

by Jimmy Vielkind, Capitol bureau in Redistricting 

Posted on February 20, 2012 at 2:57 pm 

Assemblyman Jack McEneny, the Democratic co-chair of LATFOR, the state entity charged with drawing new legislative maps, said Republicans and Democrats have drafted boundaries for Congress.

“If we can merge the two maps, it could be ready to voted on next week,” he said.

Senate Majority Leader Dean Skelos, R-Long Island, has said he wants maps voted on by March 1. A federal judge has adopted a calendar that allows would-be candidates to begin circulating nominating petitions on March 20. The primary for state races is currently set for Sept. 11. Another set of three federal judges are considering appointment of a special master to oversee the process.

In the past two rounds of once-a-decade redistricting, the Senate and Assembly have simply passed their own plans for Congress and courts have sorted through them, McEneny, D-Albany, said. But this year he “would hope not,” because of the court-imposed deadlines.

The other big variable is whether Gov. Andrew Cuomo vetos the legislative lines. He ripped the first fruits of LATFOR’s machinating as “hyper-political” and vowed to veto them. But he stopped short of a blanket threat, and said an agreement under which its legislators agree to better lines as well as a law and constitutional amendment taking the process out of their hands (starting in 10 years) would spare the enmity of his veto pen.

McEneny suggested that any constitutional amendment should look not simply at who has the power to draw the lines, but also change “some absolutely inappropriate provisions” governing the process that have been buried in the Constitution since the 19th Century — some of which are even contravened by more recent court rulings.

One change would involve the “town-on-border” provision, which prevents redistricters from breaking apart census blocks or towns unless they’re larger than a full Assembly district. This results, often, in cities and villages being split among legislators who have different sets of towns. McEneny also said any amendment should fix the size of the state Senate, because the “arcane, complicated formula last set up in the Constitution of 1894 has caused nothing but confusion and ill-feeling.”

To say nothing of failing to recognize The Bronx.

“I’m so tired of listening to the argument on the 62 vs. 63 as each side drags out their election lawyers and their professors — I think we should have a simpler system,” he said.
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